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by the Prime Minister I had last year for four continuous months
of Cabinet meetings to beat down the formidable attack of the
Chancellor of the Exchequer backed by three-fourths of the
Cabinet upon the necessary naval estimates." He had, moreover,
he said, mobilised the fleet, without legal sanction, and contrary
to the Cabinet decision. These things he put to Mr. Bonar Law,
as to the arbiter of his fate; but ho was thought; dangerous in
such an ofliec: the decision went against him and he fell,
If the object of Mr. Bonar Law in this transaction was to
extricate our forces from the Dardanelles his moves suggest an
infirmity of purpose. Lord Beaverbrook, in his account of that
crisis, tells how his friend accepted an inferior oiltce: " When
Bonar Law went out that morning to the meetings with Mr*
Asquith nnd Mr. Lloyd George, he promised his Mentis that
whatever happened he would not give way; he returned to
inform them Hint he had done so**5 u I am here/* ho is reported
to have said to Mr. Asquith, u to show you how to run a Coali-
tion Government by forbearance and concession," It is the hard
experience of life that in affairs of State political leaders do not
get their way by the exercise of such qualities* Mr- Ibilfour went
to the Admiralty and the affair at Gallipoli proceeded from one
calamity to another.
The reconstruction of the Government occupied the last half
of May IMS, " (lie most hellish fortnight of his life1' us Mr.
Asquith described it to Binvll. On the 17ih.January Lord Curzon
had written to Mr. Ikmur Law; " Like Mr* Long 1 am entirely
against a Coalition Government even if (which I do not at
present think in the least likely) it were proposed to us by the
other side," Lord Cursfion was accommodated in the dignified
office of Lord Privy Seal Mr. Walter Long wrote to Carson on
the 25th of May:
**MY DKAft NKIV What on earth is going to happen?
Papers announce you arc going to join; but I don't believe
a word they say. They declare, *Mr* Long's health won't
permit him to join * or * Mr, Long may be induced to alter
his decision * when nobody has asked after my health and
what my views are, and 1 have come to no decision!
** I hate the idea of a coalition* I don't believe it is necessary.